[Chronobiological considerations for the management of human head and neck cancer].
The authors reviewed experimental and clinical data (ie, cell kinetics and its circadian control by cyclins, circadian expression of clock genes, chronotolerance to anticancer agents.) justifying to consider the temporal dimension in the medical treatment of human head and neck cancer. A complex infusional chronotherapyschedule (with 5-fluorouracil, folinic acid and carboplatin) was administered to 48 patients. Excellent tolerance and interesting tumour outcome allowed to conclude to an optimised therapeutic index.